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SUBJ: REFURBISHINGS AT OFFICIAL RESIDENCE AT CANBERRA 

SINCE MY ARRIVAL I HAVE BEEN MOST RELUCTANT TO PROPOSE ANY 
SPECIAL ALLOCATION OF FUNDS TO REFURBISH A RESIDENCE WHICH 
HAS, FOR SOME YEARS, CARRIED SUCH A HIGH OVERHEAD COST. 

AND I DO SO NOW ONLY AFTER HAVING PERSONALLY REVIEWED THE 
MATTER IN DETAIL. 

2. GENERALLY THE FURNISHINGS (EXCEPT AS NOTED BELOW)ARE 
FINE. BUT MANY OF THE BASIC FLOOR COVERINGS LEAVE VERY MUCH 
TO BE DESIRED. MY PREDECESSORS. WITHIN THEIR 22,000 LBS OF 
PERSONAL BELONGINGS, HAD A LARGE NUMBER OF OVERLAY RUGS 
WHICH HID ALL THE SHORTCOMING OF EXISTING FLOOR COVERINGS. 
THE EMBASSY HAS DONE A HIGHLY CREDITABLE JOB OF SCATTERING 
THROW RUGS HERE AND THERE, AND OF EVEN REVERTING TO 
PAINTING AND DYING WORN SPOTS TO MATCH EXISTING FADED 
COLORS, BUT THE MANY YEARS OF HEAVY WEAR CANNOT BE ERASED. 
FOR EXAMPLE, THE THREADBARE COVERINGS ON THE MAIN STAIRCASE 
AND LANDINGS. THE MOST HEAVILY TRAFFICTED AREAS, DATE BACK 
TO 1944, AND LITERALLY FALLS APART AT THE TOUCH; THE MASTER 
BEDROOM SUITE HAS THE FORMER LOUNGE RUG WHICH DATES BACK 
TO 1958. 1 COULD GO ON AND ON. 

3. 1 HAVE INSTRUCTED MY ADMINISTRATIVE PEOPLE TO FORWARD 
DIRECTLY TO YOU, ON A PRIORITY BASIS. THEIR DETAILED 
PRESENTATION ON THE MATTER. WHICH I HAVE PERSONALLY 
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ONE TIME REQUEST, COMES TO APPROXIMATELY $10,000 (THIS 
INCLUDES POSSIBLY $2,000 FOR REPLACEMENT DRAPES AND 
RE-UPHOLSTERY OF KEY PIECES IN ENTERTAINMENT AREAS). 

REST ASSURED THAT THESE MONIES, IF ALLOCTED, WILL BE WELL 
USED, WITH THE END USE OF EVERY DOLLAR EXPENDED SCRUTINIZED 
BY ME PERSONALLY. THIS SINGLE OUTLAY, I ASSURE, WOULD 
RETURN THE INTERIOR OF THIS TREMENDOUS RESIDENCE TO ITS 
FORMER DIGNIFIED STATUS, AS TRULY REPRESENTATIVE OF 
WILLIAMSBURG AT ITS VERY BEST. 

4. 1 MIGHT ADD AS A POSTSCRIPT THAT SINCERE EFFORTS APPEAR 
TO HAVE BEEN MADE BY THE EMBASSY IN THE PAST TO CORRECT 
THE ABOVE RESIDENCE DEFICIENCIES, HOWEVER, OTHER INTERVENING 
COUNTRYWIDE PRIORITIES SEEM TO HAVE REGULARLY DISSIPATED 
THE LIMITED FUNDS AVAILABLE COUNTRYWIDE UNDER POST'S FBO 
350/620 SUB-ALLOTMENTS. 

GREEN 
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